
 Provide your child with experi-

ences, explain everyday activi-

ties using vocabulary associated 

with those activities. 

 Talk to your child about what 

you see. Have meaningful con-

versations and encourage family 

discussions 

 Encourage your child to read.  A 

great deal of vocabulary can be 

learned from reading.  Even 

children who read fifteen min-

utes a day outside of school see 

a great increase in vocabulary. 

 Play games that involve vocabu-

lary, such as Scrabble, Cross-

words, or Charades.  These are 

fun activities that the whole 

family can enjoy.  

 Parents can be “language mod-

els” for children.  Parents can 

create an environment that en-

riches what a child hears by 

modeling spo-

ken language. 

 

 

What can I do to 

help with my child’s 

vocabulary? 
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Your child’s vocabulary development has a 

great impact on his or her ability to read 

and make meaning of texts.  Vocabulary is an 

important part of both decoding and com-

prehension that is necessary for learning to 

read. Children use the words they know to 

make sense of what they see in print.   Re-

search has shown that one main difference 

between 

 effective and less effective readers is the 

amount of words they know and use.  

 

This pamphlet will give you  strategies de-

signed to help build your child’s vocabulary.   

Does my child have difficulty 

with vocabulary? 

 
If your child is having difficulty using and 

learning vocabulary, contact  your child’s 

teacher.  Share these observations with her 

and ask if she notices the same thing at 

school.  Your child's teacher will provide you 

with strategies that you can use to help your 

child's vocabulary development. 
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How does reading and talking 

build vocabulary? 

Children  learn vocabulary incidentally 

and directly.  The best way to build vo-

cabulary is to READ and TALK with your 

child.  

Research studies have concluded : 

 Children gain meanings of most words 

through everyday experiences. 

 Some vocabulary should be taught—

Ask your child, “Do you know what 

this means?” 

 Instruction should center on impor-

tant words, useful words, and diffi-

cult words. 

 Reading daily can improve vocabulary 

growth. 

 

What Can I do? 
 Order magazine subscrip-

tions 

 Talk about daily tasks like household 

chores, use specific words 

 Attach words to household objects 

 Provide your child with daily reading 

time 

 Purchase age appropriate dictionary  

 Choose books that have a strong sense 

of rhythm and repetition 

 Make up and play word games 

 Play games where your child is required 

to organize words into categories 

Vocabulary has an effect on 

both word reading and compre-

hension.  At the earliest stages 

of literacy, children use language 

they have heard and spoken to 

make sense out of the print they 

will read.  Children read words 

they have heard and spoken and  

are  a part of their oral vocabu-

lary more easily than words they 

are not familiar with.   

As reading difficulty increases, 

children need to know the mean-

ings of new 

words they 

have not 

heard before.  

The Importance of 

Vocabulary in Reading 


